MEDIA RELEASE 

28 July 2010

Guild welcomes new key staff members
The Pharmacy Guild of New Zealand (Inc) has welcomed two new staff members to the organisation, as well as the promotion of an internal staff member.
In a brand new position, the Guild welcomes Micaela Buckley as the Senior Policy Analyst. Micaela joins the Guild from the New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Biosecurity where she was the Principal Advisor for Strategy and Planning. She is very experienced in policy work and medical writing. Micaela’s qualifications include a Masters degree in Technology and Innovation Management (MTIM), Certificate in Health Economics and a BSc in Pharmacology and Biochemistry. 

Ron Crawford is the Guild’s new Economist and his primary focus will be the Pharmacy Services Agreement. Ron has had over 20 years experience in policy development and advice in central Government. This includes periods with the old Department of Social Welfare, the Ministry of Education and, more recently, as a Principal Advisor with the Treasury and as Chief Analyst with the Ministry of Economic Development. Ron reports to Micaela.
Ron retired from the public service and has been working part-time as a consultant ever since. He has undertaken assignments with the Treasury, the Ministry of Economic Development,  the Ministry of Justice, English Language Partners, New Zealand, and most recently again with the Treasury. Ron holds an honours degree in Economics, a PhD in history and a range of other qualifications. 

Internally, Rebecca Cheng has been promoted to Marketing and Membership Manager. Rebecca is a pharmacist and has shown great promise in the marketing arena. Her new role will be to lead and manage all membership services, marketing, public relations and communications.
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Media Contact: Annabel Young - 027 440 9160 or 04 802 8201

For additional information: Julia Paterson-Fourie – 04 802 8211

Notes:

· The Pharmacy Guild of New Zealand (Inc) is a national membership organisation representing community pharmacy owners.  We provide leadership on all issues affecting the sector and we advocate for the business interests of community pharmacy. 
· For additional information on the Guild and community pharmacy please go to www.pgnz.org.nz
