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	Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)

Document name: SOP 7 - Disposal of needles, syringes and clinical waste 
Document category: Vaccinations
Document name: Vaccinations
Internal ID: IM07/F07
Review Frequency: Every 2 years
Reviewed by: xx
Next Review: xx/xx/xxxx

	Purpose

To reduce the risk of needle-stick injuries, and ensure appropriate disposal of needles, syringes and clinical waste.

Personnel

All pharmacist vaccinators.


	Procedure

· Never recap needles after administering a vaccination – discard immediately into the sharps container. 

· A sharps container must be available in every area vaccinations could occur (including off-site vaccinations), within easy reach of the vaccinator. Sharps containers are sealed when full and given to an approved hazardous waste disposal company for appropriate destruction. The company used by this pharmacy is [enter company name and contact details here].

· Spare sharps containers must be available before the existing container is full.

· Always dispose of used syringes and needles immediately after use, into the Biohazard sharps container. Never place used syringes or needles on a bench or anywhere other than a sharps container.

· The sharps container must be kept out of the reach of children and not over-filled. 

· Following reconstitution or draw-up of a vaccine, the needle should always be changed before administration to the patient. There is no need to re-cap the needle prior to disposal in sharps bin. Forceps could be used to remove the needle used for the draw-up before attaching the needle for administration.

· Cotton wool or alcohol swabs used on skin are discarded into clinical waste, not typical rubbish. For small amounts, the sharps bin could be used. Large amounts are unlikely, but would be sealed into an approved biohazard bag for disposal by [company name and contact details here].
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